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                                               The New Era Begins  
     Next meeting:      

6:30 PM, March 21st   
Oak Hall School Library  
8009 SW 14th Ave. 
Gainesville, FL 32605    

 
Gator Modeler Officers:  
President: Jack Mugan          
Vice President: Tracy Palmer 

Secretary: Frank Ahern   A new chapter in club history began in February 
Treasurer: Bill Winter   with our first meeting at the Oak Hall school library. 
Historian: Bruce Doyle   Members enjoyed the larger space, bigger display  
Photographer: Paul Bennett               screen and lack of time constraints. 
              

The Prez says… 
 
  
   I don’t know about you, but I really enjoyed our first meeting in our new home last 
month. Changing meeting locations is not something a club looks forward to, and is 
usually a matter of necessity. This got me thinking of some moves I have experienced 
over the years. Clubs I have belonged to have met in a lot of different venues, some 
better than others. 
   Cost is usually a major factor in relocation and getting space for free is always the 
preferred way to go. Atmosphere is also desirable but not critical. One of the places I 
have enjoyed was the mess hall at a Naval Reserve base located right off the tarmac, 

which meant there were always aircraft parked close by. Later on we moved our meeting to the ANG Museum where we 
were located on the second floor and had a fantastic view of aircraft departing the airport. 
   Another of my favorite locations was a conference room at North Central Airlines, and later we moved to their training 
facility where they housed their simulators. A lot of aviation atmosphere there for sure.  Other club meeting locations 
included a meeting room at a local library, a conference room in a bank and a community meeting room at a city park.   
   Well the boss has decided to begin spring house cleaning early this year, and I was given a deadline to get my model 
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room in order as the carpet cleaner were coming next week. Well you know how that goes when it comes to what to keep 
and what to throw away. Suddenly, everything seems too good to get rid of, and you will find stuff you haven’t seen in 
some time. It all boils down to throwing enough stuff away to make room for other stuff you can’t let go of yet. 

   Among some of the things going out the door was a poster I made for the Air Racing 
SIG at one of the Nationals I attended. I also ran 
across my collection of pins from various car races I 
attended over the years. There were also pins from 
IPMS events including judging pins from the 80s 
and 90s. Those brought back many fond memories 
and needless to say I found a place for them. 
Another great find were some photos from my work 
days. 
   On the up side, I have managed to organize all my 
works in progress into several plastic bins while 
collecting many small parts from the work bench 
and putting them in their respective bins. I have 
organized all my cans of thinner, tubes of glue, bottles of paint, sanding sticks and paper, 

styrene materials and lots of tools, and slowly but surely, the room is shaping up. It is amazing how much stuff your hobby 
can accumulate over time. 
   Back when I started in this hobby good reference material was hard to find, so whenever you found something in your 
area of interest, you bought it. Then one day you realize you own a reference library. Now days you can find almost 
anything you want on Google, so what does one do with all those books you accumulated over the years? Once upon a 
time we modelers were concerned whether we should insure our models and collections of books, but now our concern is 
what will happen to all this stuff when we are gone? 
   Bruce is thinning out his substantial book collection and is offering to give away a number of books to our members. 
You can contact Bruce and make arrangements to swing by his home (Please call first) or wait to see what he brings to the 
meeting. I understand that several members have already taken advantage of this opportunity. 
   We are just about done with the Blue Angel project. We have one plane left to complete the collection, which is the 
Cougar. Mike has picked up the kit at JAXCON, but hasn’t the time to complete it, so we are looking for a volunteer. 
Please let me know if you want to take this on. Mike donated this $50.00 kit, so you will not be out any money. 
   Ed will be sharing his photos and commentary of the trip to the tank museum and Paul will be doing a demo on 
vacumforming at this month’s meeting, so we should have a great meeting...see you there. 
 
   Gator Modelers February Meeting Hi-lights 
 
President Jack Mugan called the meeting to order. 15 club members were present. Mugan thanked Mike Martinez for 
making the arrangement for the new meeting location at Oak Hall school library. Martinez told the club that our website is 
up and running, and provided a short tutorial on navigating and using the site. Mugan asked those who attended Jaxcon to 
share their experiences and impressions of the show this year. He also recognized the club members who won prizes in the 
model contest – Tony Ivone and Clarence Snyder. Martinez requested that Jaxcon organizers be asked to identify in the 
future which model club winners represent, when they are receiving their awards. 
Mugan announced that the Ocala IPMS club has invited our club to participate in their meeting on June 22. The President 
of Moebius Models will speak to the combined clubs and offer kits from their inventory at a reduced price. Those 
interested in requesting a specific model should contact the Ocala club president. Mugan also announced that the Pensacola 
IPMS club is hosting a Blue Angels Modelfest on May 6th at the Pensacola Fairgrounds. Anyone interested in going is 
encouraged to take the clubs Blue Angels display.  The President then asked if there was support from club members in 
embarking on a new club build project on the subject of the Air Force Thunderbirds. He passed a list of potential models 
around and those willing to commit to build a Thunderbird model were asked to sign up. (A copy of the list is shown 
farther along in the newsletter). After the raffles, Bill Winter did a presentation on the history and purpose of the 
International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS). Finally, the floor was opened for show and tell presentations by those who 
brought models. 
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Gator Modeler February meeting models: 

 
Clarence Synder’s (in process) hot rod and 1963 Ford Galaxie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruce Doyle’s F2H-2/3 Banshees 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bill Winter’s F4U Corsair             Paul Bennett’s Nazi UFO (in process) 
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meeting models: cont’d 

 
Aaron Alt’s waterline Japanese warships: Minegumo & Zuikaku       Clarence’s prize-winning gas pump         

 
 

 
 
Frank Ahern’s Spitfire w/High Flight         Tony Ivone’s award-winning Roman warship 
 

 
Aaron Alt’s photo-etch Abrams   Bob Lundeen’s Sherman 
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Meeting models: cont’d 

 
Bob Lundeens Stug III     
      
 

 
Bruce Doyles X-15’s         (in process)   

 
Gator Modeler Meeting Raffle Update 

  
Bob Lundeen was the winner of the completed model raffle. He chose the Lost in Space robot for his prize. The        
attendance raffle was won by Bruce Doyle. He chose the French battleship Richelieu.  Paul Bennet, winner of a 
raffle in the Feb. meeting chose the Ghostbuster car from the sci-fi category.  

Raffle Rules:  You must be a Gator Modeler “Member–in-good-standing” in order to participate. 
If you attend the meeting you receive one raffle ticket and if you bring in a new completed model for show 
and tell you will receive one raffle ticket. The completed model should have been completed within the past 
year. The maximum number of tickets you can receive per meeting is limited to 2. 
 
 

Quick Club Notes from Bill Winter – March 2017 
 
The officers strive to make the club meetings fun. 
One aspect of “fun” that we established in late 2015 was the introduction of door prizes. I want to acknowledge two club 
members who have donated kits to be used as door prizes. Frank Ahern, our club secretary, donated the following 1:48 
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scale kits in February 2017: Me Bf 109E-7, F-86f-30, Messerschmitt Me262 A-1a, Junkers Ju87B-2 Stuka and Hurricane 
Mk.1 Rumanian Air Force, 1954 Hudson Hornet, British Universal Carrier II: 1/48 Tamiya. 
 
I also want to acknowledge Jack Mugan, our club president. Jack contributioned a ‘40 Ford Street Rod, 1938 Custom Ford 
Van and ’57Ford Del Rio Ranch Wagon 2’n1 for door prizes.  
 
Jack, thanks very much! – Bill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An Invitation to Gator Modelers  
 
Members and guests of Ocala Plastic Modelers, 
  
It is with great pleasure I announce the return engagement of Frank Winspur, CEO of Moebius 
Models, as our guest at our June 22nd meeting.  Last year, although Frank was under the 
weather, we all had a very educating and entertaining evening.  We're all looking forward to 
visiting with him once more. 
  
Once again we'll be extending our welcome to members of the FAST club and the 
Gatormodelers, as well as any other interested modelers.  The more people in attendance, the 
more interesting the meeting. Feel free to bring a model for display, possibly show n tell if time 
permits. 
  
 As is his practice, Frank will be bringing models for raffle and for sale at a "special" price to 
attendees.  I am asking anyone who wants anything in particular, to let us know by June 1st, 
so we can compile a comprehensive list for Frank.  Contact Jim Gourges  904-735-4946 
  
 Moebius Models  is the link to a list of all their fine model kits, as well as many other 
interesting, model related subjects.  
  
We look forward to seeing you all there, for another great evening of plastic modeling and 
fellowship.    
  
 Joe Caputo,  
Ocala IPMS Club 
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Thunderbirds club build 
 
Dates  aircraft           scale  kit  builder 
1953-54 F-84G Thunderjet  1/48  Tamiya Frank A. 
  T-33A Shooting Star  1/48  Academy Jack M. 
 
1955-56 F-84F Thunderstreak  1/48  Monogram ? 
  C-119 Flying Boxcar (support) 1/72  Italieri  Frank A. 
 
1956-63 F-100 Super Sabre  1/48  Monogram Ed I. 
  C-54 Skymaster (support) 1/72  Revell? Paul B. 
 
1964-68 F-105 Thunderchief  1/48  ?  ? 
  F-100D Super Sabre  1/48  Monogram Jack M. 
 
1969-73 F-4E Phantom   1/48  Fuji  Mike M. 
 
1974-81 T-38 Talon   1/48  Trumpeter Paul B. 
 
1982- ?  F-16 Fighting Falcon  1/48  Revell ? ? 
  C-123B Provider (support) 1/72  Roden  Paul B. 
 
All Thunderbird decals sets are available from WarBird Decals 
 
 
 

The Modelers Dilemma 
By Frank Ahern 
 
“What do we do with all these models”?  That quote from A.J. Kwan at the end of a club meeting a few months ago sums 
up a dilemma all of us modelers face. We love building models, but the end of the process leaves us with an object we 
must deal with. Some have the space, wherewithal and spousal tolerance to have large display cabinets, but even these 
have limits. Others, like myself, are relegated to a small shelf in the corner of a workshop.  My stash and storage are also 
confined to a closet in the same room. What is a modeler to do?  For what it’s worth (cue: Buffalo Springfield) here’s my 
answer. 
The first problem is the size of the models we’re building. The C-47 I built in 1/48 scale was the final straw for me. I 
couldn’t even transport it, with wings attached, in my largest storage box. I have already divested myself of my 1/32nd scale 
kits. Now I realize that I need to ditch 1/48 as well and return to the “mother” 
scale - 1/72nd.  I am always shocked when I put a quarter scale model next to a 
72nd of the same subject, like the two “Jacks” shown here. I know it’s not true, 
but to me the 48th scale model looks twice as big. 

Another model that helped change my 
mind was the 72nd scale Airfix “Kate” I 
recently built. The kit was a delight to 
build, had plenty of detail molded in, 
beautiful surface texture and panel lines, fit perfectly and wasn’t expensive. Is it 
harder to super-detail in 1/72nd  ‘braille’ scale? Absolutely! Do I care? No! 
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Something I have discovered about myself, as a modeler is that super detailing is not really my thing. I have great respect 
and appreciation for those who do, but it’s not for me. Like Bruce Doyle, I model out of an interest in history. As long as 
the model is a good representation of the historical subject, when viewed at a normal viewing distance with the naked eye, 
I’m happy. I don’t have the time, patience or skill to produce award-winning, super-detailed models, but I do enjoy 
building models, so 1/72nd is now my scale. 
Now for my storage solution - I have felt for a long time that landing gear are tools of the devil. Not only are they hard to 

build and get straight, but also they break easily.  I believe that most 
airplanes look better flying than sitting on their landing gear anyway, 
so I have started building almost all my airplanes wheels up. The way 
I display them is by using a clear acrylic rod inserted through a hole I 
drill in the belly and into a simple wooden base. Since I only display 
a few at a time, I only need a couple of stands and rods. This also has 
the advantage of making the plane more compact and easier to store. 
I have lots of plastic storage boxes and can get about four per box 
stored this way. This will take a lot of pressure off my limited closet 
storage space. 
 

I must mention that there is another option for dealing with the model storage problem – 
give it away. Several years ago the club built an F-4 Phantom for Gen. Paul Albritton. He 
still tells me how much that means to him. My son’s lacrosse coach asked me to build a 
model of the A-6 Intruder he flew in Vietnam. Last spring I built a Skyraider for dying 
Navy pilot John Donis. You will never have a more rewarding experience as a modeler 
than to realize that you have honored the service of one of our American heroes in a way 
that is meaningful to them. The opportunities are out there if we will look for them.  
 
So there you have it, my solution to the Modelers Dilemma. Now I need to figure out 
what to do with all the 1/48th scale kits I’m not going to build. My advice to the rest of 
you is come to the club auction on April 8th. It will be worth your while. 
 
 
From Paul’s Toolbox…The Turntable 
 
It is easy to buy, these days, however there is still something to be said for creativity in meeting the challenges of 
modeling, as well as the sheer joy that comes with solving a problem. 
Over the years of painting models I decided to seek a better solution than trying to pick up and turn a model.  I 
had seen turntables but, rather than buy one I decided to see what I could build. 

So… Here is what I came up with… 
  
I purchased an inexpensive plastic nine-inch lazy susan.  For a 
platform I dug into my wood scraps for a piece of ¾” thick wood.   
Then came measuring and marking the appropriate diameter 
circle.  One option would involve a piece of string, thumbtack, and 
pencil.  Instead, I took a piece of acrylic plastic and drilled two 
holes separated by the radius of the circle.  I used a pushpin 
through one hole and a sharp pencil in the other to draw a circle. 
Cutting out the circle was simple using a handheld saber saw.  I 
then sanded the circle, including the edge.  Next I used three coats 

of Minwax satin polyurethane to finish the wood and seal the surface. 
I then fastened the wood circle to the lazy susan using #4 x ¾” wood screws.  All Done! 
Bill’s column 
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Bill Likes… 
By Bill Winter 
 
Last month I wrote about the KMS Admiral Graf Spee and its “defeat” in Montevideo Harbor in Uruguay. The Graf Spee 
had been damaged in an encounter with 2 British (Ajax and Exeter) and one New Zealander (Achilles) cruisers. Fooled 
into believing that a large British Naval Force waited outside the harbor, the previously damaged Graf Spee was scuttled 
by its crew.  This led me to ask the question” “Which ships engaged the KMS Bismarck and which ships eventually 
sunk the Bismarck?” 
 
Here is a brief timeline of Bismarck’s first and final combat voyage adapted from: 
http://www.secondworldwarhistory.com/sink-the-bismarck.asp. The most detailed description of the hunt for the Bismarck 
was found at: http://www.kbismarck.com/bismarck-last-battle.html. I have used information from that website to “flesh 
out” the information from the former webs site. 
 
4-2-1941: Under the direction of German Navy Grand-Admiral Raeder, final plans for Operation Rheinubung are 
prepared. The operation calls for direct hit-and-run engagements with British merchant shipping across the Atlantic. 
German battleships and cruisers were intended to sink merchant ships and not battle British battleships as had been done at 
the Battle of Jutland in World War I. 
 
5-20-1941: The German heavy cruiser KMS Prinz Eugen and the battleship KMS Bismarck leave port for the North Sea. 

 
5-21-1941: The British Navy is notified of the increase in German warship activity in the North Sea. 
 
5-21-1941: In an effort to increase the Royal Navy presence in the North Sea, the aircraft carrier HMS Victorious and the 
battlecruiser HMS Repulse are called to action in support of existing forces under the command of Admiral Sir John 
Tovey. Note: Neither the HMS Victorious nor the battlecruiser HMS Repulse were involved in the final events on May 26 
and 27. From https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS_Repulse_(1916): “On 22 May Repulse was diverted from escorting 
Convoy WS8B to assist in the search for the German battleship Bismarck, but she had to break off the search early on 25 
May as she was running low on fuel.” 
 
5-22-1941: A hunter-killer group of 14 Royal Navy ships, including the battleships HMS King George V, HMS Hood and 
the HMS Prince of Wales, leave Scapa Flow (marked in red on the map below). 
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5-23-1941: At 7:22 PM, the Royal Navy cruiser HMS Suffolk and the HMS Norfolk spot and shadow the mighty German 
battleship Bismarck. Its location is radioed to Vice-Admiral L. E. Holland. 

 
5-24-1941: At 5:52 AM, the Bismarck and the Prinz Eugen fall under attack from Royal Navy ships. 

 

 
 
5-24-1941: At 6:00 AM, the Bismarck fires a salvo at the battleship HMS Hood, striking her ammunition magazine, with 
the resulting explosion destroying the British ship leaving only three sailors alive. Note: This is referred to as the “Battle of 
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the Denmark Strait.” 
 

 
 
5-24-1941: At 6:13 AM, the battleship Prince of Wales (see below) is damaged sufficiently to pull out of the battle. 
 
 

 
 
5-24-1941: The HMS Suffolk loses track of the KMS Bismarck. 
 

 
 
5-25-1941: German Admiral Lutjens orders that the Prinz Eugen break from the Bismarck. 
 
5-26-1941: A British Coastal Command PBY Catalina flying boat spots the KMS Bismarck 700 miles from Brest. 
 
5-26-1941: The Royal Navy hunter-killer group receives some help with the arrival of the HMS Renown, HMS Sheffield 
and the HMS Ark Royal arriving from Gibraltar. 
 
5-26-1941: At 2:50 PM, an attack group from the HMS Ark Royal consisting of Fairey Swordfish biplane torpedo 
bombers begins their attack on the Bismarck. 
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5-26-1941: Between 8:47 and 9:25 PM, the Bismarck registers two direct torpedo hits. In a stroke of luck for the British, 
the second torpedo hits the stern section of the Bismarck, jamming her rudder to one side, forcing the vessel to go into an 
uncontrolled turn. 
 
5-26-1941: Royal Navy ships open fire with their long-range guns and close in on their prey. 
 
5-27-1941: At 8:47 AM, the Bismarck is now being raked from front to rear by the guns of the Royal Navy warships. The 
battleship HMS King George V and the HMS Rodney unleash their short-range armament on the hapless German ship. 
 
5-27-1941: At 10:00 AM, the Bismarck's guns fall silent s she takes on water and burns. 

 
5-27-1941: At 10:36 AM, the mighty German battleship Bismarck sinks into blue depths, leaving only 115 German sailors 
to recount her story. 
 

 



32  

 
The list of ships involved in the Bismarck story is quite staggering (see below). 
 
British Forces Deployed against Bismarck during Operation "Rheinübung"  
Note: The right-hand column shows where the ships were before the pursuit of the Bismarck 
Home Fleet and Ships Attached  
Battleship King George V Scapa Flow 
Battleship Prince of Wales Scapa Flow 
Battleship Rodney En route from Clyde to Boston with the troop transport Britannic 
Battle Cruiser Repulse Clyde, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Battle Cruiser Hood Scapa Flow 
Aircraft Carrier Victorious Scapa Flow, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Cruiser Norfolk Denmark Strait, on patrol 
Cruiser Suffolk Refueling at Reykjavik, Iceland 
Cruiser Galatea Scapa Flow 
Cruiser Aurora Scapa Flow 
Cruiser Kenya Scapa Flow 
Cruiser Neptune Scapa Flow 
Cruiser Arethusa En route to Reykjavik, Iceland 
Cruiser Edinburgh Off the Azores, on patrol 
Cruiser Manchester Faeroe Islands passage, on patrol 
Cruiser Birmingham Faeroe Islands passage, on patrol 
Destroyer Inglefield En route to Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Intrepid En route to Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Active Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Antelope Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Achates Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Anthony Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Electra Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Echo Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Somali At sea with Rodney and Britannic 
Destroyer Tartar At sea with Rodney and Britannic 
Destroyer Mashona At sea with Rodney and Britannic 
Destroyer Eskimo At sea with Rodney and Britannic 
Destroyer Punjabi Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Icarus Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Nestor Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Jupiter Londonderry 
Western Approaches Command  
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Cruiser Hermione En route to Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Lance Scapa Flow 
Destroyer Legion Clyde, with battle cruiser Repulse 
Destroyer Saguenay Clyde, with battle cruiser Repulse 
Destroyer Assiniboine Clyde, with battle cruiser Repulse 
Destroyer Columbia Londonderry 
Plymouth Command, 4th Destroyer Flotilla  
Destroyer Cossack Clyde, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Destroyer Sikh Clyde, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Destroyer Zulu Clyde, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Destroyer Maori Clyde, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Destroyer Piorun Clyde, assigned to troop convoy WS-8B 
Nore Command  
Destroyer Windsor Scapa Flow 
Force H 
Battle Cruiser Renown Gibraltar 
Aircraft Carrier Ark Royal Gibraltar 
Cruiser Sheffield Gibraltar 
Destroyer Faulknor Gibraltar 
Destroyer Foresight Gibraltar 
Destroyer Forester Gibraltar 
Destroyer Foxhound Gibraltar 
Destroyer Fury Gibraltar 
Destroyer Hesperus Gibraltar 
America and West Indies Station 
Battleship Ramillies At sea, escorting convoy HX-127 
Battleship Revenge Halifax, Nova Scotia 
South Atlantic Command 
Cruiser Dorsetshire At sea, escorting convoy SL-74 
The following crafts were also deployed 
Submarine Minerva On patrol off southwestern Norway 
Submarine P-31 Scapa Flow 
Submarine Sealion English Channel 
Submarine Seawolf English Channel 
Submarine Sturgeon English Channel 
Submarine Pandora En route from Gibraltar to Great Britain 
Submarine Tigris Clyde 
Submarine H-44 Rothesay 
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Notes on some of these ships: 
Adapted from: http://www.kbismarck.com/bismarck-chase.html.  . . . Prior to the successful Ark Royal’s Swordfish attack 
on Bismarck (which crippled her steering) . . .. Only the Force H, under the command of Vice-Admiral Sir James F. 
Somerville, sailing from Gibraltar, had a chance to intercept Bismarck. The battlecruiser Renown (Captain Rhoderick R. 
McGriggor) was in the best position, but having lost the Hood only two days earlier, the Admiralty did not permit Renown 
to engage the Bismarck.” The HMS Hood was also a “battlecruiser” like Renown but they were different classes of 
battlecruiser. HMS Renown was launched in March 1916 and HMS Hood was launched in August 1918. 
 
The ships involved in final sinking of the Bismarck were: HMS King George V, HMS Rodney , HMS Norfolk and 
HMS Dorsetshire. Below is a Table comparing these ships with the Bismarck: 
 
Balance of Forces 

Ship: Bismarck Rodney King George V Norfolk Dorsetshire 

Displacement: 51,700 mt 41,000 mt 44,400 mt 13,400 mt 13,400 mt 

Armament: 
 · Main: 
 · Secondary: 

 
8 x 15” 
12 x 15 cm 

 
9 x 16” 
12 x 15.2 cm 

 
10 x 14” 
16 x 13.3 cm 

 
8 x 8” 
- 

 
8 x 8” 
- 

Armour: 
 ·  Belt: 
 ·  Turrets: 
 ·  Upper deck: 
 ·  Armour deck: 

 
320 mm 
130-360 mm 
50-80 mm 
80-120 mm 

 
356 mm 
184-406 mm 
- 
159 mm 

 
348-374 mm 
150-324 mm 
- 
124-150 mm 

 
25-50 mm 
25 mm 
- 
35 mm 

 
25-50 mm 
25 mm 
- 
35 mm 

Speed: 30 knots* 21 knots 28 knots 32 knots 32 knots 

* Bismarck's speed is irrelevant in this case as she was only doing seven knots during the final battle. 
 
Here is a final tally of all 2,876 shells fired at Bismarck in the final engagement: 
 
    380 of 16” from Rodney 
    339 of 14” from King George V 
    527 of 8” from Norfolk 
    254 of 8” from Dorsetshire 
    716 of 6” from Rodney 
    660 of 5” from King George V 
 
One estimate is the 200 to 300 of these shells may have really hit the Bismarck. 
 
So after this discussion. . .. WHO CARES? 
 
To me, the interesting question is: “What models exist of the 4 ships that attacked and sunk the Bismarck?” [Yes, Ark 
Royal’s aircraft played HUGE role. Possibly, we will study the Swordfish sometime in the future.] I should have put 
“sunk” in quotes because there is good evidence and testimony from German sailors that survived that Bismarck (like the 
Graf Spee!) was scuttled by its crew. Even if the Bismarck was not scuttled, she would have eventually sunk strictly from 
the punishment that the British “put to her.”  
 
The Dorsetshire was the last ship to attack the Bismarck before she sunk. Again adapted from: 
http://www.kbismarck.com/bismarck-last-battle.html: “At 1020, the Dorsetshire closed the range and fired two 21 inch 
MK VII torpedoes1 from 3,000 meters at the starboard side of the Bismarck. Both of them hit, but no appreciable effect 
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was observed. Then, the British heavy cruiser turned around, and at 1036 fired another torpedo from 2,200 meters against 
Bismarck's port side that also hit. By this time the German battleship had a heavy list to port, with the water reaching the 
upper deck. The port secondary battery turrets were almost submerged. Finally, the Bismarck capsized and sank at 1039 in 
the approximate position of 48º 10' North, 16º 12' West.” Below is a painting of the damaged Bismarck by artist Grzegorz 
Nawrocki. 

 
Below is a map of the final battle with the Bismarck. 
 

 
 
So what is available in 1:350 scale for the HMS King George V, HMS Rodney , HMS Norfolk and HMS Dorsetshire? 
As a preparation for this exercise, below is a line drawing of the King George V and other ships that battered the 
Bismarck. 
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Below are the Rodney, Dorsetshire and Norfolk. 

 

 
 

 
 
. . . . So. . . .. Tamiya makes a 1:350 kit of the King George V. This is an interesting battleship in that it has 2 forward 
turrets of 4 and 2 guns (14”ers) and a rear turret of 4 guns (also 14”ers). 
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I’m not aware of an HMS Rodney in 1:350 scale in plastic (although there is at least one 1:350 scale resin kit of the 
Rodney). There is a 1:200 scale Trumpeter kit. For that matter, Trumpeter also has 1:200 scale kits of the Bismarck and 
Hood! 
 

 
 
Sadly only a resin kit of the HMS Norfolk is available. Below is quite an amazing photo of the Bismarck just before she 
capsized. I’ve marked her bow with a red arrow, enlarged the image and placed a drawing of the Bismarck below the 
blown-up image! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for reading and happy modeling! - Bill 
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“Fiddler” Bits 
- Or how the Russians hacked our website and substituted the NATO code 
name for the Tupolev Tu-128 for “fiddly”. Sad. 
 
When I was preparing for my presentation last October for the 
club’s 25th anniversary, I suddenly realized what fabulous guest speakers we’ve had over the decades. It’s not 
just the amazing stories they told about their wartime experiences, but how many turned out to be really 
famous, featured in documentaries, books, art prints and even 
models. 

 
Hans Goebeler, a crewman on U-505 failed to 
throw the scuttling strainer overboard allowing 
the U-boat to be captured by the American 
escort carrier “Guadalcanal” 
 
 
 
 

 
Dal Corradini was an Italian torpedo bomber pilot – flying the SM-79 – who was profiled and 
interviewed in an article in the March 2005 issue of Aviation History. 
 
 
 

 
 
George Cave, a club member and medic in the 101st Airborne, produced 
a half hour documentary that appeared on the Military Channel. You’ve 
all probably seen the often-reproduced photo of George tending to an 
injured Waco glider pilot whose hard landing caused him to be crushed 
in the cockpit. George also assured us that the stories you’ve heard of 
the Germans machine-gunning hospital tents during the Battle of the 
Bulge were true. 
 

 
 
And my brother-in-law Robert Mason’s book Chickenhawk 
has never been out of print in 30 plus years, and has sold over a million copies worldwide 
(Hey Bobby! Can you spare a dime?) 
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There were many, many more:  B-26 pilot William Roberts, Tuskegee Airman Stephen Lawrence, Desert Storm 
veterans, including our own Mike Martinez – and the list goes on and on. But for the sake of this month’s trivia 
questions, I want to single out two men with local ties – Frank Klibbe and my dear friend Joe Forster. Frank 
lived in Trenton and Joe frequently came back to visit his hometown Gainesville after retiring to Arizona. 

 
“Klib”, as he liked to be called, flew perhaps 
the most famous P-47 of WW2 – Little Chief. 
Hasegawa has a kit of it, as does Tamiya. 
Little Chief adorns the cover of Kookaburra’s 
“Thunderbolt” by Geoff Duval and a 
reproduction of Jerry Crandal’s print is on the 
cover of Bill Hess’ “Zemke’s Wolfpack”. 

 
 

Joe’s P-38 Florida Cracker is pictured on the cover of Squadron’s 
“Aces of the Pacific”, and his record-setting single engine 900 mile 
endurance flight from Balikpapan to New Guinea is chronicled in Jeff 
Ethel’s book “P-38 Lightning”. No less than the #2 American ace 
Tommy McGuire lifted Joe out of the cockpit, as he was too weary to 
get out by himself. 
 
Does anyone remember Joe’s appearance at the downtown library when he 
noticed someone’s (Bob L., Claude?) model of a “Tony”?  “I saw one of those 

b-tards at my 9 o’clock over the jungle” he recalled “and when I rolled over to port to shoot him down he 
disappeared!”  It was for me the most perfect synergy of history and modeling. I’ll never forget it. 
 
Now for the trivia questions: (answers at the end of the article) 
 
Question #1 
When Klibbe joined “Gabby” Gabreski’s 61st FS. 56th FG, they had a unique way of dealing with tracer rounds 
(.50 cal ammo loads were made up of ball, armor piercing, incendiary and tracer). What was it? 
  

A. They doubled the amount of tracers to help newbies improve their luck. 
B. They had 20mm guns, which made the issue moot. 
C. Eliminated tracers altogether so as not to tip off their prey. 
D. Loaded tracers at the very end to warn them they were running out. 
E. They were the first group to use air-to-air rockets, eliminating the need for tracers. 

 
 
Question #2 
 
The 475th FG, 5th AF always had their victory scores in round numbers, never fractions. If more than one pilot 
shot at an enemy plane how did Joe say they awarded the kill? 
 

A. Squadron exec. or intelligence officers awarded the kill based on gun    camera footage. 
B. Either the senior officer or the flight leader, never the wingman, was given the credit for the kill. 
C. They flipped a coin. 
D. They cut a deck of cards – high card wins. 
E. Plied the C.O. with a bottle of booze. 
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Answers: 
 
Question #1 - The answer is D. They eliminated tracers till the end so as not to tip the Germans they were  
  being shot at while warning the pilot to break off combat soon. 
 
Question #2 – The answer is D.  Joe finished one shy of becoming a double ace (9 victories). I regret that I  
  never thought to ask him how many victories he lost due to the “luck of the draw”.  And as Joe  
  would always sign off to me – “stay tuned…” 
 
 
WILD PAINT 
By Jack Mugan 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

This list contains modeling events with the IPMS Region-11 Events listings in bold. 
 
April 8     
Apr.20. 
2022 

Gatormodelers annual Auction                             
AMPS International Show 

Gainesville  
Atlanta 
                       
Danbury, CT 

May 6 Blue Angel Fest Pensacola, FL 
May 20-21 Pelicon ‘17 2017 Region-11 Contest Largo, FL 

Jul. 26-29 IPMS USA 2017 National Contest La Vista, NE (Omaha) 

 
 

Frank Ahern, – Secretary – Newsletter Editor ahernf@gmail.com 
Home:  (352) 375-3723; Cell:  (352) 226-6785 

If you have a modeling tip you would like to share with your fellow modelers, please send 
us a copy so we can put it in the newsletter. 

 
We need articles for the Newsletter and the Web Site! 

If you just opened up that new kit and want to give a box or build review, write it up and 
we’ll put it in the newsletter and put it on the Web Site. Just read a good book, tell us 
about it! Got a great tip, share it with your fellow club members. This is your Newsletter 
and your Web Site and they’re only going to be as good as YOU make them so contribute 
something to the cause. Don’t be afraid to ask for assistance if you have something you 
want to share, we’ll be happy to assist you in making it happen! 

Don’t forget to support your local hobby shop; they support us in many ways. 
 

Gainesville HobbyTown 
Miguel Miranda: Proprietor 

7420 W. Newberry Road (next to Sports Authority) 
Gainesville, FL 32606 www.gainesvillefl.hobbytown.com Mon.-Fri.: 10 AM to 7PM 

Sat.: 10AM to 5PM 
Sun: 12PM to 4PM 

Rob’s Hobby World 
Rob Stevely: Proprietor 8585 SW Hwy 200 unit 14 

Ocala, FL 34474 www.robshobbyworld@MSN.com Mon.-Fri.: 10 AM to 
5:30PM 

Sat.: 9AM to 4PM 
Sun: Close 

 

Please check out WWW.IPMSUSA.ORG for the latest information 
from IPMS National Headquarters and for information about joining IPMS. 

 
Please use one of the links below or go to the IPMS Membership page 
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for more information about joining IPMS USA. 
 
http://www.ipmsusa3.org/uploads/ipms_application_form_2016.pdf 

 
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/adult-membership.htm 

 
http://www.shopipmsusa.org/product-p/family-membership.htm 

 
 

Frank Ahern, – Secretary – Newsletter Editor ahernf@gmail.com 
Home:  (352) 375-3723; Cell:  (352) 226-6785 
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