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On May 2nd we are having the IPMS
Gators/IPMS Ocala every other year
kit bash, this year is a bit different
with an additional theme of “Ice Age”
— Earth has become a big ball of ice.
The host club this time around is IPMS
Ocala Modelers, presentations will be
in Ocala, at the Trinity Lutheran
Church, 4001 NE 25th Avenue starting
at 11:00am. Even if you don’t plan to
enter a model please come down and
enjoy the presentations. Coffee and
donuts will be provided. And if you don’t like coffee and donuts
there is a nice restaurant just three short blocks away called
Wiseguyd2653 NE 35th St, Ocala, FL 34479). Oh, and there is
alwaysRo b’ s [888bhSWiStaetsRd 200, Ocala, FL 34481).
More on this at our upcoming meeting. | would like a good turnout
from Gator Modelers maybe you can plan a carpool to Ocala with
fellow members. —
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This month our theme is “One or Two Wheels”. This could include
motorcycles, or airplanes with skids and one wheel on the back.

Unicycle? Or there is a model of a Schwinn bicycle that | remember
seeing at Hobby Lobby some time back. July— IPMS Gators

We will meet
Tuesday, April 21,
2025, at 6:30 PM at

Oak Hall Library 2

Hope to see a good bunch of modelers at the
meeting. — Doug




Minutes of the Club Meeting from Tuesday March 17, 2026

President Doug Spinney called the meeting to order at 6:40 pm.
There were 10 members and 2 visiteiRete Dawson, who joined
the club, and John Wegenka.

Doug updated the club on upcoming modeling events including
Scale Model Expo in the Villages April 11, and the AMPS
International show in South Bend IN on ApritZi&

Other coming events include the Kit Bash contest with the Ocala IPMS club on May :
the theme "Ice Age". It takes place at the Trinity Lutheran church 4001 NE 25th Ave,
Ocala.

Doug also reminded members that club shirtshirts and hats are available from
LogoKick in Gainesville.

The meeting paused for presentations from members who brought models. The mon
contest theme was "Ice Age." Next month's theme is "1 or 2 wheels."

The contest was judged by members in attendance. Bill Winter won with aitvimaidel
of a Polar Air cargo wrecker.

The attendance raffles were won by Mark Box, who chose a German Marder tank mc
and Chuck Lassiter who picked a Liberty ship model.

Revell S FREIGHTER ,,HAWAI{IAN PILOT“
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The meeting concluded with a slide show on the Atlanta Figure model show from Bill
Winter.

The meeting ended at 8:15pm

Submitted byFrank Ahern, Club Secretary 3
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Desperate
Mission

Remembering The Doolittle Raid on April 18, 19«

By Frank Ahern

It's difficult for us today to imagine the despair felt in America in early 1942. The German army had ta
control of Europe, and the Japanese had destroyed much of our fleet in the attack at Pearl Harbor. U
today, the US military was more of a laughingstock than a dominant force. In an effort to boost Ameri
morale and shake the confidence of the Japanese, President Roosevelt ordered a retaliatorypstrike

how?

Ironically, it was a Navy submarine officer who came up with the improbable idea of an air strike laun:
from a carrier using twhengine bombers. Something that had never been attempted before.

Renowned aviator Jimmy Doolittle was put in charge of the operation, and he devised a plan using th
B-25 "Mitchell" bomber, heavily modified for the mission. 16 crews of 5 each boarded the USS Hornet
the raid. Since they couldn't return to the carrier, a major issue was where would they land?

Russia was the closest, but they refused, not wanting to anger Jaj
while they battled the Germans. China agreed but the logistics of
landing sites was never settled and all but one plane crashed.

Miraculously only 8 of the 80 crew members died and the Chinese
helped most of the remaining Raiders, including Doolittle, return tc}
the US where he was awarded the Medal of Honor by the Presidel '
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Desperate
Mission

The raid itself was a great success. Not so much for the damage caused but for the psychological im
Japan. Feeling suddenly vulnerable to attack, just 3 months later Admiral Yamamoto ordered his flee
Midway for a showdown battle with US carriers. The resulting defeat was the turning point of the Paci

walr.

The Accurate Miniatures-B5 Doolittle Raider in 1/48 scale was one of my first big projects as a new
modeler. It was an outstanding kit with great details, including a full interior. It remains a model that | ¢
proud to show. Academy #eoxed the kit, and it is still available today.
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There have been plenty of other modeling opportunities including an early Revell kit that included the
Hornet with the Doolittle Raiders onboard. That would be a big project.

N
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All of the crew members of the Raid have now passed on. As we approach the country's 250th birthd
important that crucial moments in our nation's history be remembered. As modelers we have an
opportunity to capture those moments in our hobby.

Lt Col 'Jimmy' Doolittle
confers with Capt. Marc
Mitscher on the deck of
the USS Hornet, prior to
the daring raid.
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Tops o' t h et

Fast & Furious: Shigeru
Komatsuzaki and Tamlya

kits and austere packaging, but the modeling gla ‘ﬁg/» Y
came from humble origins, with a box artist who | 'w*-*-“-?"-'*-m
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was better known for his fevered sfitiscenarios. Sl ASEE iseaE

Yoshio Tamiya was born in 1905 in Shizuoka, Japan. Nestled just below the southern slopes of Moul
{KAT d2{1l KFa | f2y3 GNXRAGAZ2Y 2F GSI LINRRdzOG /
generations. Young Yoshio, however, was more interested in the rapid industrialization Japan was
experiencing after the First World War. In 1924, at the age of nineteen, he took a job as an auto mecl
Within a year, he founded Tamiya Motor Company, which quickly grew into-wicigyfleet of buses,
trucks and trams. During WWII, he transformed his business into manufacturing aircraft parts. Then &
Allied air raid in 1945 completely destroyed his factory.

Yoshia Tamiya at his sawmill in Early Tamiya tank model
Shizuoka

After the war, Tamiya and his business partners started a sawmill, producing lumber to rebuild Shizuc
a side venture, they produced small wooden toys and models that became popular items for occupyi
forces to send to their families back home. Disaster struck Tamiya a second time when the sawmill b
down in 1951. Two years later, he reopened again, this time focused entirely on producing wooden
1TAGadP ¢FYARFIQAa YSOAOdzZ 2dzat e ONYFUSR 622RSy ol
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first plastic model kit, a USS Nautilus, which became a gdraeger. In 1960, Tamiya entered the age of
plastic with a 1:600 kit of the battleship Yamato. The following year, they produced a motorized Gern
Panther tank. To fit batteries inside the kit, the Panther was built to 1:35 scale, which later became a

worldwide industry standard.
2
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Shigeru Komatsuzaki. Born in Tokyo in 1915, Komatsuzaki trained as an artist from an early age. Lik
Tamiya, he was fascinated by machines, and in the late 1930s, his sketches of military hardware wer
LJdzof AAKSR Ay (GKS 22daNYyFt YALIFIALlF 0606aSOKFYAT L
his early artwork was destroyed in an allied bombing raid.

Shigeru Komatsuzaki Lobby card for The Mysterians
(1957)

After the war, he wrote and illustrateal numberofa K Il yBoyso 8@ 1 a¢ 0 2F GKS ¢2)
GAGESa €tA1S YFAGSA n121dz 60! YRSNBESI YAY3IR2YE L
a production designer, creating iconic kaiju for films like "The Mysterians," "Battle in Outer Space”,
G! GN> 32y ¢ YR Y2NB® IS ¢gla 2yS 2F (KS yvYzad Lk
working with Tamiya.

T Tl

Tamiya Panther Tank (1961)

There is always a LOT going on in a Komatsuzaki composition. His box araforehgentioned Panther
tank is a case in point. The armored vehicle is crowded in on all sides by explosions, charging soldie
wreckage, barbed wire and planes falling out of the sky. Komatsuzaki was hugely prolific, producing «
20,000 illustrations during his career, including box art for Tamiya competitors like Bandai, Nitto, and
Aoshima. He drew with a fast, loose style that added kinetic energy to even his more sedate compos
and always signed his paintings with a wide, anglicized flourish.

Aircraft Carrier Taiho (1961)
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By the mid 1960s, Tamiya had established itself as a major model company in Japan, but the compe
was fierce, with Imai, Bandai, Hasagewa and Fujimi all setting up factories in Shizuoka. With the exp
of popular culture, these companies were producing a vast number of subjects, from WWII military au
American automobiles to Science Fiction and Kaiju. At that point, Yoshio Tamiya faced a choice: He
try to outswim this industrial feeding frenzy, or he could distinguish his company by offering higher qu
and higher prices. Tamiya chose the latter.

In 1964, the company invested in anhinuse mold and die department, which gave them more control
over their production quality. They also decided to concentrate on military and automotive subjects, a
strive for meticulous accuracy and detail in their kits. Then they did research. Tamiya sent his son Sh
to visit the US Army Ordnance Museum, the Aberdeen Tank Museum, and other locations to study
armored vehicle construction firsthand. To build their iconic 1/12 scale Honda F1, Tamiya purchased
original race car so it could be broken down and its parts studied, right down to the gearbox.

In order to showcase their attention to detail, as well as to stand out from other model companies, Ta
began to eliminate the distracting backgrounds of their box art, replacing it with a stark white field
dominated by the company logo. Masami Onishi was hired as the new art director, and he brought in
stable of talented draftsmen to create the crisp, clean design Tamiya has become known for.

HONDA F-l

TR2RnEE T

The new look: Left, Honda F-1 (1967); Right, Panther (ca. 1988)
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After 1970, Shigeru Komatsuzaki continued to produce art at a furious pace, but not for Tamiya. His
renditions of spacecraft, robots, global disasters and undersea cities continued to grace toy and mod

boxes and manga pages until his death in 2001. His last published work was for the Konami video gz
Metal Gear Solid 2: Sons of Liberty.

Both visionaries in their own way, Yoshio Tamiya and Shigeru Komatsuzaki were influential in creatin
two worlds of Japanese popular culture: the precisely engineered and the wildly imaginative.

10
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Doug Spinney’s “Amoeba” (and friends) (1 to 100,000) by Atlantis
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Bill’s Polar Air Cargo Wrecker

12
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Bruce Doyle’s Supermarine S.6B (51595), F.A.l. record holder at 407.5 MPH
on 9-29-1931 flown by Flight Lieutenant George Stainforth, Heinkel He-100
F.A.l. record holder at 463 MPH on 3-30-1939; Me-209 V1 F.A.l. record
holder at 469.22 MPH on 4-26-1939 flown by Fritz Wendeland; and
Conquest-1, a Bearcat F.A.l. record holder at 482.46 MPH on 8-16-1969 as
flown by Darryl Greenamyer.

Y i —
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Doug Spinney’s 1:350 scale Panther tank. Doug bought this
over the internet. The manufacturer is unknown.

14
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Bob Lundeen’s M1A2 Abrams in 1:48 scale from Tamiya
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Frank Ahern’s Tamiya 240Z

SSAN FAIRLADY
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Mary Martin’s Pershing ‘Toon Tank by Meng

wwT-010

MENG
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Pete Dawson’s Nigel the Red by Black Smith painted with artist’s
oils and added Fly Tying Feather

18



GATOR (4" *# ) MODELERS

Pete Dawson’s award-winning Hetzer in 1:72 scale by Vespid
Models (many details added)

Jagdpanzer 38(t) Het
LatejProduction
fot dofebet Lt

19
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From the workbench of Clarence Snyder!
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From the workbench of Clarence Snyder!
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From Jack Mugan!
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From the work bench of Doug Spinney!

Unweathered Warhammer 40k Red Blood Angels tank. | used Silly Putty

for the camouflage. Painted with the following Citadel paints:
Mephiston Red
Abaddon Black
Evil Sunz Scarlet

Reminder: The IPMS Gators — IPMS Ocala
interclub contest is May 2 at the Trinity
Lutheran Church (4001 NE 25th Ave, Ocala, FL °* ;
34479) starting at 11 AM. Coffee and donuts
will be served. Please participate and bring a
kit-bash for the theme of “Ice Age.”

24
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Members and Guests at the March 2026 meeting of IPMS Gators

25



Preservation and Modeling Society (AMPS)

Armor Model Contest

Upcoming shows

SAVE THE DATE!!

Model FEST 2026

Saturday May 2, 2026
9:00am-5:00pm
At The

Azan Shriners Center
1591 W Eau Gallie Bivd, Melbourne, FL. 32935

Presented by...

1IPMS
SDAs=s A QYT

- A S,
i day, Today and

Imtermational Flastis Madeiors Sesinty

This Years Themes:

« Spirit of 76.... Any type of model with 76 theme to it . Examples: 78 markings on an aircraft,
1976 Pontiac Trans Am, Revolution War diorama, Centennial / Bicentennial themed models edc

« Jon Thompson Memorial award for Best British 1/72 scale Aircralt. Jon's specialty was
1/72 scade British Aircralt (the move obscure the better) howewer there is 2 caveat. To honor Jon
your model MUST BE BRUSH PAINTED just like Jon did!ll! Let's see how good you really arell!

Schedude of Evenss
o Gokd Silver and Bronte awards in all categorms $0am- 900 am Vendor Set Up
o Packed Vendor Room for all of your modeling needs! §00am Open to Pudie
o [(Admission Adults 53 - Kids Fres) $.00 am - 3.00 pm Ji
$.00am - Noon Mode! Regrs tration
400 pm-500 pm Awasds
For more ntormation

Rick Ostman - 321890-7666 richossmanglyshos com
Chuch Smith - 1214158373 rangeraider 1967 Bgmal com
Andy Caitwed 121 4204341 Eremitepidgmei com
I1PMS Space Coast Webstr wuw s pacecoast com

The Gulf Coast Chapter of the Armor

presents an

When: From 9AM to 5 PM on 16 May 2028 (Saturday)(Vendor set
up from 4-8 PM on 15 May and starting at 8AM on 16 May)
Where: Santa Rosa County Auditorium (4530 Spikes Way, Milton, FL 32583)

Admission: $5 (General); $10 (Family); $20 (5-entries in either contest); $1 (each additional
entry in either contest). Vendor Tables: $25 each (2.5'x6’)

Armor Theme: Red Storm Rising (NATO and Warsaw Pact armored vehicles of the mid-1980’s)
Co-Host: Panhandle Miniature Figure Society (PMFS) and the Panhandle Automotive Modeling
Society (PAMS). Three contests in one! Registration fees cover all contests. The other clubs
have a Facebook presence.

General Information: AMPS rules with all categories. Pre-registration and forms for AMPS can
be found at https://armorgators.org/, FaceBook (“Armorgators”) or email below.

Registration: AMPS Pre-registration is available on line. Early registration: Friday, 5-8 PM).
Show registration: Saturday, 9-12 PM. Registration closes at 12 PM Saturda

Contact: Vendor POC: John Struck, johnsmodels@hotmail.com, (850) 968-6008); AMPS POC:
Bob Edwards at LTCEdwards@att.net

Red
Storm

Rising

Three for the Price of One!
Mark Your Calendars!
Model and Miniature Show and Contest!
May 16, 2026

Gulf Coast Chapter of the
Armor Mod
Preserv:

Panhandle Automotive
Modeling S ty

Panhandle Miniature

tior

Figure Society

“Armorgators”

Panhandie Automotive
Modelers Society

Angphing With Wheeels®

PAMS POC:
“Shaggy” Maverick at
rikw7t1@gmail.com

PMFS POC:
Bob Waltman at
rwaltman3@outlook.com

AMPS POC:
Bob Edwards at
LTC.Robert.).Edwards@gmail.com

When: From 9AM to 5 PM on 16 May 2026 (Saturday)(Vendor set up
from 4-8 PM on 15 May and starting at 8AM on 16 May)

Where: Santa Rosa County Auditorium (4530 Spikes Way, Milton,
FL 32583)

Admission: $5 (General); $10 (Family); $20 (5-entries in any
contest); $1 (each additional entry in either contest). Vendor Tables:
$25 each (2.5'x6)

Raffles: Each club will sponsor its own raffle.

Vendors: Vendors on hand to cater to all of your modeling and
miniature needs. Bargains to be had!

Registration: Check the respective clubs for pre-registration and
contest details for the respective contests.

Vendor Contact: John Struck at johnsmodels@hotmail.com or
(850) 968-6008)

Each club has a Facebook presence.

June 27, 2026

Teco Expo Hall

2301 W Oak Ave
Plant City, FL 33563

CON

PRESENTS

PAMS

| Celebrating 250 years of the Brave, the Bold, the Beautiful USA

Sponsored By:

SPRAYGUNNER

BEST PRODUCTS. SHIPPED FAST.

HUSTON

For more info:
Website - polkareamodelsociety.com
Email - president@polkareamodelsociety.com

26
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Frank Ahern, — Secretary —ahernf@gmail.com
Home: (352) 375-3723; Cell: (352) 226-6785

If you have a modeling tip you would like to share with your fellow
modelers, please send us a copy so we can put it in the newsletter. We
need articles for the Newsletter and the Web Site!

If you just opened up that new kit and want to give a box or build review

write it up and weol l put 1t in et
read a good book, tell us about it! Got a great tip, share it with your fello

club members. This is your News| y
going to be as good as YOU make them so contribute something to the .

Dondét be afraid to ask for assistance i f yo

you in making it happen!

Dondt forget to support vyour | SievaylProgrietds 885 S§Vh
Hwy 200 unit 14)0cala, FL 34474vww.robshobbyworld@MSN.comMon.-Fri.: 10 AM to5:30PM;
Sat.: 9AM to 4PM; Sun: Closed.

Please check oMYWW.IPMSUSA.ORGior the latest information from IPMS National Headquarter:
and for information about joining IPMS.

Frank Ahernj Secretaryi Newsletter Editoehernf@gmail.com
Home: (352) 378723; Cell: (352) 226785

UPCOMING EVENTS

For a complete list of IPMS events vikitps://calendar.ipmsusa3.org/

FORT WAYNE
INDIANA

IPMS/USA Nationals 2026

Fort Wayne, Indiana: Crossroads of America

August 5-8, 2026 - Grand Wayne Convention Center

27
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It is of great importance, both at the local level (IPMS Gators) and at the national level, that all IPMS Gators mejoioers
IPMS USAThis membership includes six bimonthly issues of the IPMS Journal (which is better than ever) and the opportunity
to participate in the IPMS National Convention. Joining IPMSUSA or renewing your membership are done on-line (or via hard
copy — see form below). https://myipmsusa.org/join-us

Join IPMS/USA Today!

Join online at MylPMSUSA.org, scan the QR code below, or
mail in this application.

New I:I Renewal I:l IPMS #

Name

Address

City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
Phone: Email:

IPMS Chapter Affiliation (if any):

Junior (17 years or younger) $17.00 Family US Address One Year $35.00
Adult US Address One Year $30.00 Two Years $63.00
Two Years $58.00 Three Years $101.00
Three Years £86.00 International One Year $38.00
Canada or Mexico One Year | | $35.00 Three Years $110.00

Three Years :‘ $101.00 International Family
Canada or Mexico Family One Year $43.00
One Year | _|$40.00 Three Years || $125.00

Three Years :|$115.UD

Pay by credit or debit card online, by PayPal to Treasurer@ipmsusa.org, or mail a US Dellar check with
your application to:

IPMS/USA

PO BOX 45235

Omaha NE 68145-0235

Join IPMS/USA
Today!

28
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Directions to OAK HALL (1700 SW 75t St, Gainesville, FL)

» 10 Lake City |
— 8th Avenue

Newberry Rd
3 - =
& ©
3 o
4 &
3 3 UF

Oak Hall School

1700 SW 75th St
Vs /'
SW 24 th Ave ,,;f-'f' ﬁc_.’
Walgreens -’-"5\{\‘3{\
f?’iﬁﬂ
Tower Road
Library

(18315 S L) PY Jamo]
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IPMS GATORS’ MEMBERS: We will meet at Oak Hall on Tuesday April 21 at 6:30 PM in the
LIBRARY. B e
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_ﬂdf R:’)H! Church; 4

Oak HalliSummer. Camp
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Consulung
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The top image is the satellite view of OAK HALL. The bottom view is a line drawing.
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Apr. 1or2wheels
May Sci-Fi
June Gundam Da l/EY
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Oct. Real Space ;w lm‘;;_'ﬁ-:f“,‘?’,“
Nov. Ships NOREPL ROST/EEN
Dec. Amphibious
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Fancy Cars. inspired by Jack Mugan

Dear Readersl f you sent me something for t
it, or if | misidentified any photos,
newsletter. - Bill

THE END =
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