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I begin this email with a heavy heart with the passing of Tracy Palmer. Tracy joined 
our club back in 2012 and served as VP for several years. He always found time to 
help with pointers on how to build models and was a wealth of information, he 
will be sorely missed.

By the time you receive this newsletter JAXCON will have come and gone. As far as 
I know, this is the first local event of the season and we get our first look at 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ōǳƛƭŘǎΦ hǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ мл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
in attendance, many showing their models. I asked for a list of medals won but it 
was so long I lost count, hopefully our members will bring their models and medals 
to the next meeting. IPMS First Coast in Jacksonville did another great job and 
provided another well attended event. And another contest that will have come 
and gone is AMPS Atlanta 2023, Armor, Figure, and Modeling Contest. I know of at 
least four of us that are going, hopefully more will have joined us, many IPMS 
Gator Modelers are members of AMPS.

My next event is Daytona Bike Week. I know, I am suppose to put model building 
ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ōǳǘ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎΣ L ƳƛƎƘǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŀȊȅ 
future paint jobs.

[ŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ ǘǳǊƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ .ƻō [ǳƴŘŜŜƴ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
model of the month with the USS Arizona, raffle drawings were won by Errol 
Whisler and Bruce Doyle. The club voted unanimously that in the future we vote 
on the model in our monthly contest and not the diorama that the model is part 
of, that being said, the officers have decided to replace the October monthly 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ά!ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ wŀŎŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ά5ƛƻǊŀƳŀǎέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ōǳƛƭŘ ŘƛƻǊŀƳŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜΦ

5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ άaŀŘŜ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅέΦ {ŜŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ

- Doug
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February ςIPMS Gators ς
We will meet Tuesday, February 21, 2023 at 6:30 PM at 

Oak Hall Library



GATOR MODELERS

3

Minutes of the Club Meeting from Tuesday January 17, 2023

President Doug Spinney called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 13 
members were present.
Doug began with a brief overview of upcoming modeling events. The 
main discussion centered on Jaxcon, which takes place Feb. 10 & 11 
at the North Jacksonville Baptist Church.
Several members said they are planning to attend. Secretary Frank 
Ahern said he would send an email to the club to coordinate 
ridesharing opportunities for those who want to attend.
Doug led a discussion, initiated by the Board of Directors, regarding judging of the 
monthly themed model contest. The question was whether entrants should be judged on 
a single model or given credit for an entire display of models or a diorama. After 
discussion it was decided that each entrant should only be judged on a single model on 
the monthly theme, not on additional elements of the display.  This was approved by 
unanimous vote of the members present.*

Treasurer Bill Winter gave a verbal report on the financial condition of the club treasury 
indicating that about half the club has paid their yearly dues and the balance in the club 
account was almost $3,000.

The meeting paused for the monthly themed model contest and Show & Tell. Bob 
Lundeen won the themed contest on the theme Famous Ships, with a model of the USS 
Arizona. The attendance raffles were won by Bruce Doyle and Errol Whisler.

Finally the meeting concluded with a presentation by Frank Ahern on the Luftwaffe's 
Emergency Fighter program. It was a competition among the German aircraft 
manufacturers late in WW2 to produce a new jet-powered interceptor to counter the 
Allied bombing campaign. Although none of the designs reached production, the 
research led to many future aircraft designs in the US and Russia.

The meeting concluded at 8:00pm

Submitted by:
Frank Ahern
Club secretary 

ϝ bƻǘŜΥ ¢ƘŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлно ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ άDioramasΦέ 
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ith deep sadness, I have to report that our good          

friend Tracy Palmer has passed away. Tracy had been a              

member of the Gator Modelers since late 2013. Tracy 
loved talking about modeling and he always had a positive attitude 
even while he was dealing with his illness. Tracy proudly carried the 
IPMS Banner; he was very dedicated to both the IPMS and AMPS 
Organizations. Tracy was always ready to help new modelers by 
sharing the modeling tricks that he had learned over the years. He 
loved doing demonstrations at club meetings on new techniques or 
products that he had discovered. Tracy and his wife Sue would 
attend local modeling events that were within driving range. He 
often talked about visiting several of the European Model Events 
while he was stationed overseas. When Tracy could attend an IPMS 
National Event, he would be found in the Armor Judging area on 
Friday evening where he served as a IPMS Judge for over10 years. 
Tracy really loved visiting with his IPMS Extended Family at events 
and he will be missed.

You may have departed from us physically, but your spirit will 
always be with us
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Rest In Piece my brother and enjoy visiting with the modelling greats in Heaven.   - Ed Ingersoll

Obituary

Master Sergeant Tracy Palmer, USAF (Retired) 59, of Lake City, passed away peacefully on Wednesday, 
January 18, 2023, at the Haven Hospice Suwannee Valley Care Center in Lake City.

He was born in Cleveland, Ohio to the late Richard and Betty Palmer and grew up in Garfield Heights, OH. 
As long as he could remember he wanted to serve in the military. In 1982 he enlisted in the Ohio National 
Guard and in 1985 enlisted in the Air Force. He served as a Security Policeman at duty stations around the 
world. He later cross-trained to the Logistics Plans career field where he excelled and was selected as the 
Logistics Plans Outstanding NCO of the Year for both the 45th Space Wing and 86th Airlift Wing. Upon his 
retirement in 2004, he moved to Lake City to pursue his two favorite hobbies ςmodel building and sport 
shooting. As a model builder, he enjoyed travelling around the US attending model shows and won 
numerous awards at both local and national competitions. He shared his love of shooting sports with the 
youth in Columbia County by coaching rifle teams for the 4-H and Columbia High School JROTC programs. 
Tracy is survived by his wife, Susan Palmer; daughter Natasha Palmer of Middleburg, FL; sister Pam (Tim) 
Warren of Fayetteville, NC; brother Kevin Selesnick of Spring Hill FL; several nieces and his beloved cat 
Bubba. He will be greatly missed and will be in our hearts forever.

Interment with military honors was held at the Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell, FL on Friday, 
February 10th.
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Emergency Fighters: 

The Luftwaffe's Last Gasp
By Frank Ahern

Junkers was the last of the major German aircraft manufacturers to enter the Luftwaffe's Emergency Fighter 
competition, but when they finally submitted their proposal many on the committee thought it had the 
most potential.

Unlike the Focke-Wulf and Messerschmitt entries, it was an unconventional, tailless, flying wing design that 
was the only one to draw intake air from the fuselage sides rather than the nose. This layout has gone on to 
become the norm for modern fighter design. Junkers was able to thoroughly test this idea because the 
company had three high speed wind tunnels, more than any other company in Germany and more than any 
other country in the world. The US had none.
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Emergency Fighters: 

One of the biggest problems the Luftwaffe committee had in evaluating the various proposals was that each 
company had its own method of calculating performance projections such as top speed and rate of climb. 
Bickering between the companies led the committee to bring in a consulting firm to sort it out.
When the final projected figures were released the EF-128 scored higher than either of the two top 
contenders, so why was it passed over?

The simple truth was that the only factor that really mattered, given the German war situation in early 
1945,  was which firm could get their proposal into production the fastest. Focke-Wulf had incorporated 
many parts from the FW-190 into their plans and showed that they could have the Ta-183 "Huckebein" in 
the air in a matter of weeks, pending the availability of the new Heinkel turbojet. Junkers project was put on 
hold and died on the drawing board when the war ended. Like most of the Emergency Fighter proposals, 
the Junkers design did inspire post-WW2 aviation designers to pick up where the German firm left off.

It's clear that the Vought F7U Cutlass owed a lot to the ideas embodied in the EF-128. The fact that the 
Cutlass was unsuccessful was due more to the problems with the Westinghouse J-40 turbojet than the 
design itself. The US Navy was convinced that the Cutlass was its fighter of the future until its high accident 
rate, mainly due to engine failures, forced its cancellation.
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Emergency Fighters: 

Finding a model of the EF-128 was challenging, as is typical for "Luft 46" kits. My old standby for online 
ordering, KitLinx, finally produced one from Eastern Europe made by AZ models. These models have been

simple but well molded. Parts fit well (with some exceptions), but details are scarce, so I have concentrated 
on honing my painting skills by trying various German camouflage schemes. One of the things I like about 
"Luft 46" is that you can make up any paint or decal layout you want to and no one can whip out a photo to 
prove you're wrong. I'm hoping to unearth some more of these old kits at Jaxcon this month.
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Bob Lundeen ςwŜǾŜƭƭΩǎ .ƻȄ-Scale Arizona (at Jaxcon)

²ƛƴƴŜǊ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ Lƴ-Club Contest for Ships!
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Bruce Doyle

Bruce Doyle Schnellboote 1:72Not painted
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Don Martin

Don Martin Otaki, USS Missouri, 1:350 photo only
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9Ř LƴƎŜǊǎƻƭƭΩǎ tŀƴȊŜǊ LL

Type VII Submarine
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.ƛƭƭǎΩ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 5ŜǎǘǊƻȅŜǊ
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5ƻǳƎ {ǇƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ Cars
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