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Earlier this month, on May 2nd, we had our
IPMS Gators/IPMS Ocala Kit Bash contest,
hosted by the Ocala Modelers. It was a
success in that Joe Swails brought the trophy
back to Gainesville with his winning Herbie th
Love Bug Ice Age entry. As the winner Joe will
be tasked with coming up with the theme for
the next kit bash contest in 2028. We will start
bugging him about it in a year from now. Be
sure to congratulate Joe on a job well done.

The contest was not a success in that we only
had 5 entries, 4 from Gainesville and only 1
from Ocala. We have talked about this contest
for some time now, and still only 4 entries
from Gator Modelers, 2 of those from newer
members. Hopefully, in the next contest, we
can figure out a way to get more cooperation.
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¢ Doug

Judges Mark Box and Doug Jarrett at
work during the Interclub contest on
5-2-2026

May ¢ IPMS Gators
We will meet Tuesday,
May 19, 2025, at 6:30

PM at

Oak Hall Library

the Interclub trophy =%
from IPMS Ocala £

member Doug Jarrett
on 52-2026




Minutes of the Club Meeting from Tuesday April 21, 2026

President Doug Spinney called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.
There were 17 members present.

Doug highlighted upcoming shows and meetings. The joisiidsh
contest with the Ocala club takes place on Saturday May 2 at Tr
Lutheran Church in Ocala. He encouraged club members to
participate. Low turnout may cause the seysiarly contest to be
cancelled.

Club members who won prizes at the Villages Model Expo were recognized. Bob Lur
won 3 awards despite a mixup in the award ceremony. Don Martin won a total of 8
awards including 3 gold.

Frank Ahern suggested an additional monthly modeling theme be added to July's
meeting. The theme would focus on America's 250th anniversary with models
representing a patriotic theme. The existing July theme of Animal Name would still be
judged as well. Ahern also proposed a swap meet following the May 19th meeting.

The meeting paused for presentations by those who brought models. The monthly
theme was "1 or 2 wheels". Next month's theme is -8t

The contest, judged by those in attendance, was won by Darryl Palmer, with a model
the Disney Space Station, andwmner Bill Winter with a Weirddiker.

The monthly raffles were won by Bruce Doyle and Chuck Lassiter. Both chose multi
model packs. Additional kits were awarded from the club stash provided by Don Billu
Those kits will be part of a club build which will be judged in September.
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Finally, the meeting concluded with a Powerpoint presentation by Frank Ahern on the
Doolittle Raid which took place April 18, 1942.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. Submitted Byank Ahern, Club Secretary 3
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Building the Police Harley

By Jack Mugan

HARLEY-DAVIDSON

My introduction to a Harley motorcycle began in the late forties in Nebraska when | was around ten
old. There was a family living three houses south of ours and they had two sons, both older than m
friends and me, and the oldest rode a Harley. The day that | remember most was when the youngel
brother bought his first motorcycle, an Indian, the only competitor to Harley, and his older brother w:
going to teach him how to ride it.

All my friends and | were seated on the back porch steps to watch and learn as the older brother ca
explained the procedure of shifting to first gear using the left foot and slowly engaging the clutch usi
the hand control. We all watched as the younger brother cranked the accelerator and popped the cl
launching him into a higbpeed trip to the wood pile. You can only imagine the look on our faces.

2010

The 10th scale Academy kit depicts this police bike from somewhere between 1965 to 2010. The b
instructions are not too bad but there are a few steps that you will have to puzzle out where things r
to go. The parts are well molded with some seam lines needing attention. This will be a problem wi
chrome parts. If this is a problem for you, then the only solution will be to strip the chrome parts anc
paint them with Alclad chrome.

The only thing | added to this kit was the glass covering the speedometer, which | punched out of a
of clear acetate from a greeting card box cover. There were a couple of times this kit almost ended
the circular garage as | managed to drop it, not once but twice, requiring me to take a breasoimmat
to finishing the project.

4
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CALIFORNIA

| must say that, in spite of the problems, many which | caused myself, | did enjoy this project, and |
pleased with the outcome. | would also like to thank Mark Box for finding this kit for me. Now | have
companion for my dieast Harley.
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The Fantastic Plastic
World of Willy Ley

By Darryl Palmer

At the 1959 New York Toy Fair, the eye
of most buyers were focused on a
seductive young blonde cast in polyvin
chloride, named Barbie. Meanwhile,
across the show floor at the Statler ' : ,
Hilton, a scholarjooking gentleman in thick spectacles with an even thicker German accent was off
visions of the future in blazing red and white polystyrene. His name was Willy Ley.

Ley was born in Berlin in 1906. As a young man he developed an interest in science, particularly zo
and astronomy. Together with physicist Hermann Oberth and other fellow rocket enthusiasts, in 192
founded the Spacefllght Society, or Verein fur Raumschiffahrt (VfR) which helped to fuel a rocketry
2 SAYI NI DSNXYI yeo | S& FYR hoSNIK aSNBSR Fa |
GCNJI dz AY a2yRé¢ 622YFLy Ay (GUKS az22yus GKS OAyYyS
As a publicity stunt for the film, Lang convinced Oberth and Ley to arrange a real rocket launch duri
Berlin premier. The rocket failed to launch, but the film brought the VIR to national attention.

iﬂH LAN

Left: Poster art for Frau im Mond (1929); Right: Oberth (far right) and crew constructing

rocket for the film.
At its height, the VIR had over 500 members, including a charismatic young engineering student na
Wernher von Braun; however, the rocketry society soon became divided over accepting contracts w
German Army. Ley was alarmed by the National Socialist ideology dominating the military, especial
embrace of Nazi pseudscience. After the Nazis seized power in 1933, the VR dissolved and Ley ar
Braun went their separate ways. Von Braun joined the Nazi party to develop2hedaket, while Ley
discreetly packed his bags for America.
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Settling in New York, in 1936 Ley supervised the first test flights ofdalaiery rockets in the U.S.
Despite his success, he found that Americans were less enthusiastic to embrace rocketry than their
O2dzy G SNLI NI a Ay |1 AGft SNQRa DSNXIyed LT GKS RNEB
going to have to promote it himself.

Ley embarked on a career as a freelance science reporter and occasional science fiction writer. On
piece he sold téstounding Storiewas about a new immigrant to Mars, who, to gain the love of a
beautiful Russian commissar, must battle huge blue Martian centipedes with a-fraoeer.

ERY ASTOINDING

STORIES

AT THE PERIHELION
Robert Willey

Though virtually unknown in the U.S., Ley was already considered the world's foremost authority on rocketry by readers
of Thrilling Wonder Stories. He also wrote science fiction under the name Robert Willey.

After the war, Ley published dozens of books and hundreds of articles celebrating the future promis
spaceflight. He soon became a celebrity and sowdtaetr spokesperson on TV, radio and magazines. H
O2ft 02N USR gAUK @2y . Nldzy 2y (GUKS 0622132 a/ 2
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about astronautics.
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Ley was at the peak of his fame 1959 when Monogram president Bob Reder approached him to de
line of spaceship models. For a brief time after the launch of Sputnik in 1957, spacecraft models we
aSTtEtSNER® ' I RAYYSNI LI NGE Ay KAda K2YS:T wSRS
gStft a KAa lFoAaftAaGe G2 1y201 o6FO1 | FSg aozi
speculative space models for Monogram.

Willey Ley Space Models. Boxart by R. Price and Tom Kowal

Unlike other toys on the market, Willy Ley space models had panel lines, textured riveting, retractak
landing gear, and other realistic details. They were molded in multicolor plastic and came with book
written by Ley about the scientific principles at work behind the dream machines. These were the ki
toys kids were crazy about and parents and teachers could approve of.

?ﬁ/we have ‘ ™
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Willy Ley " ' _ missile
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Orbital Rocket 1** 2 ety ”
Passenger Rocket 17 2

Left: Poster for Willy L y Space Models. Right: Store display for Monogram’s U.S. Missie Arsenal. Ley wrote
educational booklets for this and many other Monogram aerospace modeis 9
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The models sold well and have been in and out of production periodically over the last 60 years. Hc
a4 GKS NBIFf aLlk OS N} OS KSIFGSR dz2LJr RSYFYR ¥2N
wane. Insiders like von Braun, the Mercury astronauts and other NASA spokesmen became the sta
bearers of the new space age, while Ley increasingly looked like an outsider from a bygone era.
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Ley continued to write books for young audiences about space, technology, zoology and cryptozool
until June 1969. After a lifetime of raising public interest in science, he died at age 62, just one mon
before men landed on the moon. However, his legacy lives on, most recently in the Willy Ley Orbita
Rocket, rereleased by Atlantis last year.

- Aocaer W O w
AN wiLLY LEY ORBITAL ROCKET =2
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Further reading:

Jarred S. Buss, Willy Ley: Prophet of the Space Age, University of Florida Press, 2017.
10
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The Newbie Corner

Back After the Fumes Cleared

As one of the more recent members to join Gator Modelers, |
0K2dAKG LQR G 1S | Y2YSyid G2
state of modeling at least as | see it from my corner of the
workbench.

Like many of you, | was a dedicated model builder in my youth. That enthusiasm lasted right up until |
GSSy3S @Sl NARI ¢KSY 1ibothexBauskiinies and poriu®de. Atie that, oS
took a long vacation while life stepped in with marriage, children, pets, and long years of working.

Fast forward several decades, and here | am agharck at the bench with a fresh perspective, renewed

enthusiasm, a great deal more patience, along with a genuine desire to learn new skills from builders
are far more talented than | am. These days, | practice to improve rather than rush to finish. | no long
at the kitchen table gripping an overflowing tube of glue in one hand and a poorly painted part in the ¢
skimming the instructions just long enough to guess where the now glue covered part might possibly

Back then, my goal was to complete the kit as quickly as humanly possible. Once finished, | would le
sometimes for as long as a whole howntil the glue and paint were dry enough for display. When | say
WRAALI F&x 2F O2dzNAST (GKIF G YSFIyd SAGKSNI LX I OAy
to the ceiling. | have a feeling that many of you can relate.

hyS 2F (KS (KAy3a LQ@OS Syecz2eSR Yzald arayoS 22Aa
FNBF® {2 FINE LQOS KI R Madel@lodzi, BukCanjzandmodt Fecehtly, ih€ y R
+Af 1 358Q a2RSf 9ELR WhHcd 91 OK &aK2g¢g Kla oSSy
tools, and be completely astonished by the quality of models entered for contest judging.

But surprisingly, one of my favorite parts of these trips has been carpooling with fellow club members
Those drives have turned into rolling modeling semindtdl of tips, tool recommendations, techniques,
FYR ai2NASad az2NB AYLERNIlIyidfes (KSeQ@dS oSSy |
0Said FROAOS LQOS NBOSAOSR RARYQl O02YS G I YS
2y (KS KAIKgled LT &2dz KIFIgSyQd GFr{1Sy FR@GFIyal 3
by faster and the conversations are worth the ride.

Ly 2dzaid (GKS FS¢g YGatgf WMedderd QWSO S SISYI NIF SI® 2 FOGNBYS
0ONHz @ 2dziadlyRAYy3 o60dzAf RSNE 6K2Y LQY LINRdzR 2
for sharing your builds, your skills, and your patience as | plunge myself ever deeper into the sprue al
hobby once again.

L 3SydaAySte | LIWINBOAFGS GKS FNASYRAKALI I yR TSf¢
the years ahead and am proud to say that | am a memb&abbr Modelerg this time with fewer fumes
and much better results.

Joe Swails
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Reflections on Florida Past

Email from lan Breheny to Frank Ahern who gave a talk on the Doolittle raid at the Apilmeeting

Dear FrankL Sy 22@8 SR @2dzNJ LINSaASy il A2y 2y (KS 522¢
tangentially relevant.

In 1994, my wife and | were returning from the New Orleans Jazz Fest. We had been traveling alon
Gulf coast on US 98 and had been looking for some place to stop and eat dinner before the final st
home. It was already dark as we approached Destin. At last, we spotted a Chinese restaurant on th
and we ducked in.

It was your standard Chinese place, stale fortune cookies etc. As | looked around the interior, | was
by the big pecky cypress beams and imposing fireplace. Clearly, this had beerc$sgestablishment
of some sort, some while back. | asked the lady waiting on us if she knew anything about the buildi
nodded, weaved her way to the table by the register and returned with a photocopied page that rela
the history of the establishment once knownas 02y Qa .08 GKS { S|
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odzydlt26a 0SKAYR (GKS YIFIAY f2R3IS® ! FGSNI t SI NI
Doolittle, Hap Arnold and others would huddle there and plan their historic raid. One night they
confiscated a tablecloth, having made extensive notes and drawings on it, and took it back to Eglin
Force Base. Today, | am told the tablecloth is held in the collection of the Air Force Museum.

[221AYy3 2yfAYySsS L 324G o0Ad0a FyR aONIXLBA 2F GKS
local rock bands would play all night. Sadly, in 2007, the building was burned or demolished, just or
more Florida memory.

Cheers lan 12
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scaleDisney Space Statidny Glencoe "
(originally produced bgtrombeckey.

STATION

“"MAN IN SPACE’

13
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Station by Glencoe.

Wernher Von Braun

14
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NHzOS 52 @&t S-R@@yMach2)Hand A kby Special
Hobby). The X was the first airplane to achieve Mach 3 or29-
Mdppc o6dzi / FLIFAY aAfodz2Ny dasSt

All Plastic
Scale Model

In the mid-1950s, Capt Iven Kincheloe
joined the Bell X2 program and on
September 7, 1956, flew at more than

2,000 mph (3,220 km/h) and to a height of
126,200 feet. :

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lven_Carl_Kincheloe_Jr. 16
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Bruce Doyle X-1A¢/ KdzO1 , SF3ISNJ Ay GKS
inertial coupling above Mach 2.

December 12, 1953. Shortly after reaching Mach 2.44, Chuck Yeager suffered a loss of aerodynami
control of the X1A due to inertia coupling at approximately 80,000 ft and immediately departed from
controlled flight, with the aircraft simultaneously rolling, pitching, and yawing while tumbling out of
altitude. Yeager dropped 51,000 feet in 51 seconds before managing to wrestle control of the aircraf
approximately 29,000 feet. Chuck managed to land the aircraft without further incident and was

awarded the Distinguished Service Medal (DSM) in 1954 for this achievement
https://www.facebook.com/CrewOperations/posts/decemb&p-1953 shortly-after-reachingmach244-chuckyeagersuffereda-lossof/1308504984641932/

17



GATOR (4" *# ) MODELERS

OR LY3ISNRER2ffQa at Sk OS¢




GATOR (4" *# ) MODELERS

52y al NIAYyQa mYo p-8#&dddr thadbwak dibdadicS
build weathered with oils and pastels.

19
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* Not be confused with:
“Get to the choppal”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4nFSdNNFQw
20
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(H1) motorcycleg lots of cables and wires

| Kawasaki |
50035 S/ MACHHI{(Hi1)

(1969)
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EYGGSATS - BAGENNUSSARJA - NOOELD PARA CONSTR e
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THE BATTLE OF

MIDWAY

80th ANNIVERSARY

NG
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