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F4D Skyray
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July ς IPMS Gators 
We will meet 

Tuesday, February 
17, 2025, at 6:30 

PM at 
Oak Hall Library

tǊŜȊ {ŜȊΧΧ

Many years ago I remember reading an article about Patrick Swayze 
and Sam Elliot, that between shoots on the movie Roadhouse, they 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎ ŀǎ 
to which kind of models they worked on. So I decided to do a little 
research to see if any other well-known folks were also interested in 
our hobby. My finding are as follows:

John Travolta ς Cars and planes. We should send him a personal 
invitation to join us at a meeting sometime.

Frank Borman ς Planes. Frank was a Colonel in the USAF, a test pilot, and an astronaut. I can understand 
why his interest was in planes.

Katherine Hepburn ς Doll houses. Actress

John Harmon ς Science Fiction. John was an actor for over 60 years, with almost 300 movies and 
television appearances. Twilight Zone and Star Trek just to name a few.

Tony Fredrickson ς Science Fiction. Tony worked in the art department for Deep Space 9, Star Trek 
Voyager, and Star Trek Enterprise.

Adam Savage ς Just about everything. Adam is a Special Effects Designer, best know for his work on 
MythBusters. He did model work in Star Wars II-Attack of the Clones and The Matrix Reloaded.

James May ς Nothing specific. James starred in the British Top Gear, but he is renowned for building 
plastic kits.

George Lucas ς Kit Bashing - Star Wars. I think his name speaks for itself.

Tom Hanks ς Military Aircraft and Naval Vessels. Actor.

Neil Young ς Model Trains. Singer and song writer

Curt Shilling ς Armor. MLB pitcher and sports commentator.

Keanu Reeves ς Motorcycles. Actor.

Elon Musk ς Space Craft. Entrepreneur.

Katee Sackhoff ς Nothing specific, but she reportedly builds model kits. Actress known for Battlestar 
Galactica, Mandalorian, and Longmire.

Rod Serling ς Military Aircraft. Screenwriter and TV producer. Twilight Zone among many others. (I 
always hear his name as Sterling)

¢Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƭƛǎǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ŧƻƭƪǎ 

that have a passion for model building. It is nice to know we are in good company.
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Minutes of the Club Meeting from Tuesday Jan. 20, 2026

President Doug Spinney called the meeting to order at 6:35pm. There were 14 
members present.

Doug reviewed upcoming model shows including Jaxcon, Feb 6-7, Pelicon in 
Tampa, March 14 and Scale Model Expo in the Villages, April 11.

He also highlighted the joint model contest with the Ocala club on April 4th. The 
theme is "Ice Age". The rules are a model kit-bashed on the theme with a written 
back story.
Doug encouraged members to participate as only 3 took part in the last contest.

Bill Winter mentioned that he receives model club newsletters from around the country on a weekly 
basis and could forward those to any who would like to receive them.

The meeting paused to allow time for those who brought models to make presentations.

The monthly theme was "Aircraft of the 1950's". The winner, selected by vote of those in attendance, 
was Darryl Palmer with a model of an F4D Skyray equipped to launch a satellite.

Next month's theme is - Vehicles that won something.

The monthly attendance raffle winners were - Darryl Palmer (Space) and Bob Lundeen (M26).

Ed Ingersoll demonstrated a new electric plastic cutting tool that he recently purchased.

The meeting concluded with a talk by Frank Ahern on the history of the USAF Thunderbirds air 
demonstration team.

The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm

Submitted by: Frank Ahern, Club Secretary 
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GT-40 
By Frank Ahern 

I was drawn to the story of the 
Ford GT-пл ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
modeling theme - vehicles that 
won something. The saga of the 
1966 LeMans 24-hour race was 
the backdrop for the movie 
"Ford v. Ferrari" based on the 
ego-fueled battle between 
Henry Ford II and Enzo Ferrari to win the most prestigious endurance race in the world. 

The movie focused on the human relationships that drove the plot while the car that won the race was 
reduced to a bit part. The GT-40 represented a revolutionary blending of European chassis and body design 
with the muscle of a big American V-8 engine. Only the vast resources of Ford could work out all the 
problems in time for the 1966 LeMans.  

4



GATOR      MODELERS

GT-40 
My first modeling decision involved which car to build. Three GT-40's finished LeMans almost side-by-side 
in 1966, but due to a corporate decision by Ford the leading #1 car driven by Ken Miles finished second to 
the #2 car driven by Bruce McLaren. The movie and many written articles go into much detail about this 
controversy, but since the theme is vehicles that won, I built the number 2 car. 

Meng has an expensive kit with a detailed engine, but I chose the more budget-friendly Fujimi kit which is a 
curbside model. I have some experience with Fujimi and have been impressed with the quality and detail of

 their moldings. They are delicate and easy to break, however, so this was no Snap-Tite kit. Another 
complication is the fact that the instructions are mainly in Japanese, leaving me to ponder the infamous 
exploded diagram. 
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GT-40 
The best thing about the kit was that it is molded in black, meaning that I didn't have to paint it.  Polishing 
plastic is a technique I learned from Clarence Snyder and have happily used on any car where the plastic is 
an appropriate color. Usually, I use Novus #2 plastic polish which works beautifully on most models.  

 

I had my share of struggles with the kit mainly due to mistakes I made with glue on the clear parts and the 
difficulty of fitting the body on the frame. This a common issue with race vehicles. Overall, I was pleased 
with it and glad to have a model of one of history's most famous race cars. 
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Ice to Meet You
By Darryl Palmer 

DŀǘƻǊ aƻŘŜƭŜǊǎΩ L/9²hw[5 ǘƘŜƳŜκkitbash competition with Ocala Modelers is coming up in March and 
April. To inspire our builds or simply establish a chill vibe for modeling, here are some real cool media 
recommendations.

²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ h¢I9w 
climatic disaster, global freezing. !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ not that far-fetched an idea: While most climatologists agree 
that climate change will delay the onset of a naturally occurring ice age for millennia (probably waiting until 
ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅύ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜΦ Cŀƭƭƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ 
holocaust or impact with a large asteroid could enshroud the earth with UV-blocking dust, triggering a 
nuclear winter. Even without such cataclysms, melting ice sheets could disrupt ocean currents or the carbon 
cycle, leading to freezing regional temperatures and mini-ice-ŀƎŜǎΦ hǊΧhwΗ ŀƴ ƻǳǘōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ 
άastrophageέ ōŀŎǘŜǊƛŀ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŝŀǘ ǳǇ ǎƻƭŀǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ !ƴŘȅ ²ŜƛǊΩǎ нлнм {C ƴƻǾŜƭΣ 
Project Hail Mary.

Regardless of the cause, modern ice ages have been a recurrent theme in science fiction since at least the 
мфрлǎΦ !ǊǘƘǳǊ /Φ /ƭŀǊƪŜΩǎ The Forgotten Enemy όмфпфύ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƘŜ [ƻƴƎ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ όмфснύ 
ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƴƻǿŘǊƛŦǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Řƛŀƭ ƻŦ .ƛƎ .ŜƴΦ Lƴ wƻōŜǊǘ {ƛƭǾŜǊōŜǊƎΩǎ Time of 
the Great Freeze (1964), a group of teenagers living under New York City intercept a radio signal from 
Europe and embark on a hazardous trek across the frozen Atlantic. Civilization grinds to a halt in We Who 
Survived the 5th Ice Age (Sterling Noel, 1959) and The Day the Earth Froze (Gerald Hatch, 1963), leading to 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƳŀƴǘƛŎ ŜƴǘŀƴƎƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴǎǳŜ όά.ǳǘ ōŀōȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΗέύΦ

¢ƘŜ мфтлǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ƎŜ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƛŎŜ ŀƎŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
cold. ICE! (1978) by Arnold Federbush posits a day when sudden climate change caused by pollution locks 
up New York City and only Mark and Karen are left to huddle for warmth and sustain the human race. On 
the nonfiction front, The Weather Conspiracy: The Coming of the New Ice Age (1977) rips the lid of secrecy 
ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ /L!Ωǎ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǊ ŎƻǾŜǊǳǇΦ
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Ice to Meet You

Looking ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ƛƴ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aƻƻǊŎƻŎƪΩǎ ǎǿƻǊŘ-and-sorcery fantasy The Ice Schooner 
όмфсфύΣ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ .ǊŀȊƛƭΩǎ aŀǘƻ DǊƻǎǎƻΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜ LŎŜ aƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
Ƙǳƴǘ ǿƘŀƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŀǿƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƛŎŜ ŦƭƻǿǎΦ !ƭŀƴ 5Ŝŀƴ CƻǎǘŜǊΩǎ Icerigger Trilogy (1974) takes 
place on the wintry planet Tran-Ky-Ky, and Ursula K. [ŜDǳƛƴΩǎ The Left Hand of Darkness (1969) envisions a 
society where the seasons never change but genders switch from male to female on a monthly cycle.

If reading science fiction leaves you cold, you can always Netflix and chill with some worldwide winter-
themed movies, such as The Day After Tomorrow (2004) with Jake Gyllenhaall, The Colony (2013) with 
Lawrence Fishburn, or Snowpiercer (2013) from Korean director Bong Joon Ho, starring Chris Evans and 
Tilda Swinton.

Of ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ kitbash that futuristic zamboni, I recommend The Arctic 
Explorers Coloring Book. It features illustrations of 40 high-tech polar vehicles, and you can even test out 
your paint scheme. Happy modeling!
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5ŀǊǊȅƭ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ мΥтн ǎŎŀƭŜ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ Cп5 {ƪȅǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘŀǊŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ 
decals and missile (attached with a magnet!)

WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǎ мфрлΩǎ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ
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CǊŀƴƪ !ƘŜǊƴΩǎ мΥпу ǎŎŀƭŜ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ C-уп ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƛǊŘǎ мфрлΩǎ !ƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ
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Lŀƴ .ǊŜƘŜƴȅΩǎ мΥтн ǎŎŀƭŜ !ƛǊŦƛȄ {ǳǇŜǊƳŀǊƛƴŜ {ǿƛŦǘ CwΦр ό²Ltύ
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9Ř LƴƎŜǊǎƻƭƭΩǎ мΥон ǎŎŀƭŜ aƻƴƻƎǊŀƳ tƛǇŜǊ tŀŎŜǊ t!-22/20 which was 
converted from a Piper Tri-Pacer
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.Ǌƛŀƴ /ƻǊƳŀŎƪΩǎ мΥтн ǎŎŀƭŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ н όaŀǘŎƘōƻȄύ IŀǿƪŜǊ {Ŝŀ CǳǊȅ 
T-20 (WIP)
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/ƘǳŎƪ [ŀǎǎƛǘŜǊΩǎ мΥтн ǎŎŀƭŜ !ƛǊŦƛȄ 
όмфслΩǎύ aƻǎǉǳƛǘƻ ±L ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘŜŘ 
navigational lights
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.ƛƭƭΩǎ мΥмму ǎŎŀƭŜ όōƻȄ ǎŎŀƭŜύ wŜǾŜƭƭ t.aр aŀǊƛƴŜǊ
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¢ƻƴȅ !ǉǳƛƭŀǊΩǎ мΥтн ǎŎŀƭŜ ¢-34s from Armourfast ς the green tank is 
before any addition of white metal and other parts as seen on the 
white-washed T-34s
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5ŀǊǊȅƭ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎ !ǊǘŜƳƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŎǊŀŦǘ όǘƘŜ !ǊǘŜƳƛǎ LL ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ǿŀǎ 
scrubbed until March 2026 because of a hydrogen fuel tank leak)
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.ƻō [ǳƴŘŜŜƴΩǎ мΥор ǎŎŀƭŜ 5ŀǎ ²ŜǊƪ Cŀǳƴ [флл ǘǊǳŎƪ ŀƴŘ tȊLL ǘŀƴƪ
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5ƻƴ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ мΥор ǎŎŀƭŜ ¢ŀƳƛȅŀ aп!о9у ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻƳŜ-made tarps 
produced from coffee filters
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The club thanks Ed Ingersoll for demonstrating the ultra-sonic cutting 
Hanboost cutter 
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IPMS Gators and IPMS Ocala member Mark Box showed off his 
moonshiner distraction vehicle with home-made still AT THE 
OCALA MEETING
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The club thanks Frank Ahern for giving a talk in January about the 
U.S.A.F. Thunderbirds precision flying group
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From the workbench of Mark Box!
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From the workbench of Clarence Snyder!
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Members at the January 2026 meeting of IPMS Gators


